
Lecture 8 



 The words a or an are called articles 

 

 They come before nouns 

 

 A or An is called the Indefinite Article because it 
usually leaves indefinite the person or thing spoken 
of; as, A doctor; that is, any doctor 

 

 The is called the Definite Article because it 
normally points out some particular person or 
thing; He saw the doctor, meaning some particular 
doctor 



 The choice between a and an is determined 
by sound 

 

 Before a word beginning with a vowel sound 
an is used as, an enemy, an orange, an hour 

 

 It will be noticed that the words hour, 
honest, heir begin with a vowel sound, as 
the initial consonant h is not pronounced 



 Before a word beginning with a 
consonant sound a is used, as a boy, a 
yard, a university, a union  

 

 Because these words begin with a 
consonant sound, that of yu 

 

 A one rupee note because one begins 
with the consonant sound of w 



 The article is omitted 

 
◦ Before names of substances and abstract 

nouns (uncountable nouns) used in a 
general sense, as sugar is bad for your 
teeth; gold is a precious metal 

 

◦ Before plural countable nouns used in a 
general sense, as children like chocolates; 
computers are used in many offices 



 The article is omitted 

 
◦ Before most proper nouns, as names of 

people, names of continent, countries, 
cities etc., names of individual mountains 

 

◦ Before names of meals, as dinner is ready 

 

◦ Before languages, as we are studying 
English 



 The article is omitted 

 
◦ Before school, college, university, 
bed, hospital, prison when these 
places are visited or used for their 
primary purpose 

 

◦ Before names of relations like father, 
mother, uncle and also cook etc. 

 

 

 



 Book page 41 



 A participle is that form of the verb 
which partakes of the nature both of a 
verb and of an adjective 

 

 A participle is a word which is partly a 
verb and partly an adjective 

 

 Hearing the noise, the boy woke up 
◦ The word hearing, partakes the nature of 

both a verb and an adjective 



 The child, thinking all was safe, attempted 
to cross the road 

 

 Loudly knocking at the gate, he demanded 
admission 

 

 The above examples are of the present 
participle which ends in –ing and represents 
an action as going on or incomplete or 
imperfect 



 Blinded by a dust storm, they fell into 
disorder 

 

 Time misspent is lost 

 

 The above examples are of the past 
participle as it usually ends in – ed, d, t, en 
or n 

 

 The past participle represents a completed 
action  



 It represents an action as 
completed at some past time, 
as 

 
◦Having rested 

 

◦We continued our journey 



 Book page 106 - 107 



 A verb is in the active voice when it 
expresses an action performed by its 
subject 

 

 A verb is in the passive voice when it 
expresses an action performed upon 
its subject or when the subject is the 
result of the action 



 Active voice 

 
◦ The car hit a tree  (subject acting) 

 

 Passive voice 

 
◦ The tree was hit by a car (subject acted upon) 


